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LETTER FROM HON. N. P. TALLMADGE, 
REPLY TO GOUNT GABPAREN, 
Messrs, Panta ann Baretan: 

Is a recent number of the Terragen, you quote from the 
Journal of Commerce tho oulogium of the — bpd the book 
of Count Agévor De Gasparin, with the misnomer, & Sotongo ve. 
Modern Spiritualism.” Such a commendation from such an 
Orthodox source induced mo to read the book, to we if, in the 
language of the learned editor, it “ saps the very foundations of 
Spiritualism, and wholly deprives it of the supernatural eloment 
which gives it ita lif.” The editor admita, that all that has hòro- 
tofore boon written against it, has only served to strongthen it 
and add to it “now proselytes,” because “the arguments by 
which it is mot, are more foolish than tho doctrine itself.” Now, 
itso happens that the arguments of Count Gasparin are the same 
that have heretofore boon urged against it, with this difference, 
that some of those who have preceded him havo prosonted and 
maintained their positionswith more forco and moro logical pre- 
cision than ho has. I am led to conclude, therefore, that the 
loarned editor of the Journal of Commerce has either not read 
what has heretofore been written against Spiritualism, or that he 
has very carelessly read the Count's production; or it may be 
that ho has beon attracted by ite Evangelical tone, and ita donun- 
dation of Unitarianivm and, Roman Catholicism, At all events, 
ho has come to a very “lame and impotent conclusion.” 

Count Gasparia’s style is tediously and painfully diffusive; 
his matter is without method, and his argument illogical, His 
two volumes, containing between ning and ton hundred pages, 
could have been profitably condensed into one hundred, and 
theroby presented his theory more lucidly and his reasoning moro 
forcibly. As it ie, the reader is lost in tho maze of his volumi- 

tations, and his embodiment of extraneous and irrelevant 
Io might with as much propriety, have insertod in hia 
Scott's Demonology or Jung Stilling’s Pnouma- 
however, is calculated to produce the same 


tology. Mi 


effect as all that Haye preceeded it, namely, to add new strength 
and now converts to ie causo of Spiritualism. If hac on: 
tertained any doubts on cis subject, the Count's book would 
have entirely removed th om its utter inability to give 


manifestations exeepl on 
ant, a very amiable and 
h which ho is conver 
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of all roasons, 
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ther out of his cement and 
ho has not yet leaned the A, B, ©, 
npting to writo on a subject which ho litle of 
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LLLUSTRATION OF SPIRIT 


it will fill etillborn before the advanced intelligence of the 
“Amorioan mind, 

Tho Count haw rendered one aspaolal service to the onusa of 
Spiritualiam in thie, that ho has proved (hat the movement and 
raising of tables is no humbug or delusion. 
that the editor of the Journal af Commerce, ax well as others of 
tho aconlar prosa, will no longer, with ao much self complacency, 
not to way deceney, apply the epithot of dupe or Anawe to all 
Spiritualists who have heretofore given their testimony in favor 
of tho same class of manifestations, whieh arg now proved by 
the Count and adoped by them, in the endorement of his book. 
But with tho movement and raising of tablos, tho Count's export 
onoo ends, And still, ho has the modesty to arraign the “ Spirit 
nalista of Amerion” for thoir atatoment of facta, beowuse they go 
hoyond hia experience, and, of couma, beyond his belief! 

I have said, that the arguments migod by Count Gasparin aro 
the samo as those urged, and bottor urged, by American writers 
who have preceded him, and who have endeavored, liko him, to 
divert Spiritualism of the “ supernatural element.” T noed only 
refer, amongat others, to Roger, Dodas, Mahan, and the author of 
“To Dainronion,” for all, and moro than all, that the Count has 
put forth on this subject. 

Lot us now turn our attention, briefly, (o the principles on 
which the Count proposes to explain Spiritualism, They are 
frst, error of testimony; secondly, action; thirdly, fraud; 
fourthly, hallucination, It, would, perhaps, bo a suficient 
anawer to tho first to say, that if ho doubts or rejects tho tosti- 
mony of gentlemen of as high standing and charactor an himsel, 
both in their publio and social position, those gentlemen might in 
turn, with equal and moro propriety, rejoot his testimony as to 
the facta which he relates, Bat Tdo not doubt bis facts. Thie 
charactor given him by De. Baird in his Preface, it a sufficient 
guaranty to mo of the teuth of his statements, Asido from thas, 
having soon similar, and vastly more extraordinary, manifesta- 
tions, T want no better testimony of their truth, Why, then, 
should the Count doubt facts stated by " Spiritualists of Amerion,” 
provided tho testimony is such that it would convict and execute 
a map, il on trial for his lite, and these facts were in hang? The 
Uificulty lies here, Such Mota would utterly upset the Count's 
thoory of fluid action by the will powèr; and thus, knooking 
from under him the very foundation of his system, the splendid 
superstructure, which ho has ereeted with eo much coast and labor, 
would necessarily fall with it. Ho door not exhibit the candor 
and honesty of Dr, Doda, who said in his book against Spiritual. 
ism, that if certain fota are true, “ thon I must candidly confess 
that I havo no philosophy to roach tho ease,” and dwclared he 
should become a Spiritualist, On being satiated of tho truth of 
those facts, Dr. Doda did become a Spiritualist, and is 
ablo and oficiant laborer in the causo. 

How do wo establish any fact? 


L hope, therefore, 


A „ Teen fact deponds on human testimony, Tho Bible | they ch 
tes 1 ja handed down to no, After (il? Tu 
rod yours, on human testi 'norvous lug, causos the table to move! 


or which it was inte od, By tra sts | itsl which the Count and J believe, 
j liko rotik Se yla tp of moro thin elghtoon hund ` 


Wo establish i by human | bles movo without the contact of hie band, “it 
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mony, W batever may ba said of the internal eridepcg af the 
truth of Wa inspiration, it has, newerthelees, been tranemitted te 
us on buman testimony. Why do the Count and 1 believe that 
after Christ's erueifixion and entombusent, pp angel rolled away 
tho stono from the door of the sepulchro L Où what Lesiimong 
do wa believe this! Why, on tha testimony of s Roman soldier } 
and the priests bribed him to keep a secret for u Hime fact that 
goen to show tho character of the withers but still we belete 
it} and Count Gasparin bolloves it; and, at the aame time, dows 
not believe Judge dmonds and other “ Spiritualists of Ameria,” 
ns to faota within their own knowledge, notwithstanding thoy are 
living witnesses, of the higha»t standing and character, and of 
unlmpoached and unimpeachable integrity before the world } 
Can bigotry and prejudice go farther OI 

Dat, leat your readers may think that my language in relation 
to the Count is too strong, I will give em a spommen of the 
manner in which he ignores testimony, and thereby denounces 
the character and integrity of witnesses. Ile saya, " We read in 
American booke and journals, of men raised and suspended in 
cho air, and thus transported from one ond of the chamber to the 
other, over tho heads of tho persons therein s votu black; of hands 
without bodies, which are scon or felt, or which, without being 
soon, write the signature of deconsed persons; of pens, whioh 
movo, unguided, across the paper! Hare again, I have the right 
to ask for proof, and to be astonished that it is not very abuu 
dant and very eategorioal.” Now my testimony haa been given 
to the public for most of tho above manifestations; and I could 
add a vast many more equally, if not more marvelous, than 
chose. Count Gasparin had it before him when his book wae 
written—for it was contained in the Appendix to Judge Edmonda 
first volume on “Spiritualism,” whieh the Count had, and from 
which he quotes. Hut he goos farther and saya, ` When Judo 
Edmonda’ represents the odio fluid as selaing a pom, dipping it into 
ink, guiding it over a shoot of paper, and calmly tracing thereon 
sentences in Hebrew, in Sanserit, in languages of which the per 
sous present have always been ignorant, I am content to apawer, 
that 1 do not believe the firat word of the statement.” Now, if 
Judge Edmonds’ has made this statement, why should it not be 
beloved? Thousands of “Spiritualists in Amerion” have sen 
manifestations equally marvelous, and whore testimony is ue ro- 
liable and as unimpeachable aa that of tho Count bite , when 
relating his own experienoe, however limited and meagre that 
way be, Why then, L again ask, is this testimony not to he res 
caived? I can give but ono answer, namely, it would wholly 
demolish the Count’ favorite theory, and, in the language of 
Dr, Doda, ho would “have no philosophy to reach the amio,” and 


would have to become a Spiritualiat | 


now un Tho Count’s next priaciple is Hui action, or nervows Huld 


but enya, when tha tas 
ìe cortain that 
y a physical forea, u material action determined hy my 
othor words, his mi, through the ageney of the 
An Tyermarked above, 


ho cares not by what name it is alle 
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this theory was put forth by the author of “To Daimonion" long 
ago, and much more ably and lucidly than it has been by the 
Count. It bad its day ; but, like every other theory, was soon 
overthrown by new phases of the manifestations, When we 
reflect on the variety of manifestations, not only physical but 
writing, speaking, singing, playing on all kinds of instruments, 
without human ageney, it is perfectly puerile, pot to say ridicu- 
lous, to set up such a theory as that of the nervous fluid in or" 
nection with the will power.~ By way of ihustration let me 
state a case within my own observation. The Spirit, or some 
intelligence through the rappings, told us they would hold the 
table to the floor, so that we gould not raiso it. It was a large 
round table about four feet in diameter. I tried to raise it not 
only with my will, but my bands, but I could not move it a 
hair's breadth from the floor, Four of us then took hold of it, 
one on each side, and lifted with all our will and might, but the 
table remained as if jt was firmly riveted to the floor. We then 
determined to make another effort, and with the utmost exertion 
of our will power, and with our muscles to their utmost tension, 
we could not raise it one particle from the floor, and only ceased 
our efforts when the top of the table gave way! Now, where 
was Count Gasparin's sill power in this case! Why, it was 
united with our muscular power, and still we could not raise 
the table! This simple illustration of itself shows the folly and 
absurdity of such a theory. But when we come to apply it to 
the higher manifestations—those which involve intelligenes, and 
which can only proceed from mind, it becomes perfectly ridien- 
lous. What will power was it that caused my daughter, only 
thirteen years of age, to play the piano in a style equal to that 
of the most ekillful performer, when she had never played a 
tune on the piano in ber life, and never knew one piece of mu- 
sic from another? What will power was it that caused pianos 
to play in my presence repeatedly, when no human being was 
within twenty feet of them, and in a style not surpassed by 
Stuskosch, De Meyer or Thalberg? What will power was it 
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the doiit of human hunde, and I be- 
liero his testimony, will he not believe me when I tell him J 


peard a piano played without any human being near it? Can 
1 not trust my sense of hearing ws well as he his sense of sight 7 


rine without 


It then, I believe him, why will be not believe met But it 


sooms that the manifestations, as testified to by the “ Spiritual- 
ists of America,” are on so much larger scalo than those of Nu. 
rope, that the Count can not believe them! He might as well 
doubt that our lake Superior is bigger than the lake of Geneva, 
near which he resides, or that the Mississippi is Jarger-than the 
Thames, of which he has heard if not seen, The faote, in regard 


to all these things, are established by unimpeachable buman) 


testimony. Who, then, shall be believed! Certainly not the 
man who claims infallibility for the evidence of his own sensar, 
and denies it to another. But it seems that some of Judge Ed- 
monds’ facts were so marvelous that the Count would “not bo- 
lieve the first word of the statement.” Now it no happens that 
I have witnessed some of the same manifestations described by 
Judge Edmonds, and will add my testimony to his, even at the 
expense of being placed in the same category with bim, as an 
incredible witness. I will also add one or two more manifesta- 
tions in his and my presence, by way of ivercasing our ineredi- 
bility! I was once present at Judge Edmond when I heard 
his daughter converse for an hour in modern Greek with a gen- 
tleman from Greece, a language of which che knew not the first 
word, Theard her describe scenes then transpiring at the siege 
of Sebastopol, which were afterwards fully confirmed on the ar- 
rival of the news from the seat of war. These things were 
known to several persons at the time, and freely communicated 
to others. Mere we all laboring under an hallucination at the 
time! Did this Greek gentleman suppose he beard modern 
Greek spoken by this young lady when he did po? Did the 
news from Sebastopol confirm what she saw and related to us 
that evening, or were we all hallucinated, both at New York 
and Sebastopol? Once more. I saw at the Judge's, on ano- 
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| fool that J can properly diveriminate 


that caused a sentence to be written, purporting to come from | ther occasion, four mediums, all entranced at the same time. I 
Calhoun, without any human agency, and which was pronounced give their names; the Judge’s daughter, my daughter, Miss Jay 
by his most intimate friends to be the perfect handwriting of and Mrs, Fitzgerald, that Count Gasparin, or any other Zi 
Calhoun? What will power was it that caused Charles Linton | tary, can inquire into the state of hallucination which existed at 
to write The Healing of the Nations,“ a work far beyond the the time. These four mediums, thus entranced, and purporting 
capacity of the medium or of any living man—a work which, to be influenced by Luke West, formerly one of Christy's min- 
compared with Count Gasparin's, would stand as “Hyperion to | strels, sang the air of “Lilly Dale,“ carrying the four parts, the 
Satyr?“ But enough of these examples. They might be words improvised, the poetry and sentiment exquisitely beauti- 
multiplied and piled up mountain-high, “like Ossa upon Pe- ful, and all four singing the sume words af the same time— 
lion,” and supported by the testimony of thousands upon thou- words which none of us had ever heard before, and have never 
sends of witnesses! What then becomes of this nervous fluid, | beard eines! There were other parsons present beside those 
this will force to produce these manifestations ! “Tt vanishes above named, who witnessed and admired the performance, as 
into air—into thin air.” I admit that certain manifestations we all did. Were we all hallucinated? Did we suppose we 
may proceed from the will; for example, euch as we see in mes- heard this singing when we did not? The very question shows 
erem, psychology, etc, and these are nothing more nor less | the utter absurdity of an affirmative answer. 


EN Spirit operate on the spirit still in the body, itualism, as having in it no “supernatural clement” and I leave 
shuffled of this mortal coil?” So far, therefore, it to your readers to judge of the futility of his reasons and the 


e in's will force proves auythiing, it proves the absurdity of bis theory. 

of the manifestations. k l But ibe learned Count is not content with having established 
; £ ind principle for explaining these manifestations to his own, if to nobody's alas satisfaction, the will force as 
W ranch of the subject I have but a word to tbe means of divesting these manifestations of any supernatural- 


i but it 2 fraud in certain cases is not improba- jism; but be feels himself called upon, in order to get rid of the 
55 : red with the great bulk of these |Spirite, to deny that disembodied human Spirits ever revisit the 

manifestations. En too, as a general rule, are above 

the suspicion of fi 2 of too devated a character | the clergy, notwithstanding the belief in a spiritual intercourse 

to be suspected of g Hence the idea of frand | between the living and the dead is as old and as universal as 


bës, J (be world. It was the belief of the ancient philosophers before 
is hallucination, In | the time of Christ, aud bas been the belief of all Christian de- 
vurvelous for his be- nominations s 


position 


or rather his antagonism 
H gy 


than spiritual manif.stations, It is the spirit in the body oper-| I have thus gone through, as briefly as positle, with Count 
gon the spirit in the body. How much more, then, can | Gasparin’s four principles, on which he attempts to explain Spir- 


er all, I fear the Count hus, unconsciously, been Jed astray 


to Unitarianism and : 
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Unitarian, but Evangelical in my degen wid bringing "D 


K A tte vy i 
in pelutiion to the 


d f Views 
presenta, without any danger of doing him treie zu tis 
‘ 4 ger DY A 
has made, then, nuch a últ against the Uniterians of dam, e 
Stator, I am utterly xt , FT Ka 
` "IX ai a lope to determine, He tikes d 
the head and front of f Pritudiom Thie is ap idea t ` en? 
* IGOR KESIN d 


for the Bt time, bom Jo boe I amn aware that "mm 
many Uviterians who are byirivatigtes and I am Ses one 
that there are song them soms of Me Son Vitter opponent 
* here instance Gor, Everest ng gä, Who, in hig 
ymouth sposdh, some time ago, won oyt of lie wey Kä 
Spiritualism with all his Sowers of rhetore und All biss P 
e g s BOA el BIE ege, of 
doquence. But Spiritwaliow survired hie ung ogbei minit 
and has been ever sincs spreading far uud wide, with wnenmen plod 
rapidity. I predict it will eurvive the agesat of Conus Gaston 
alo, But why attempt to identify Bpiritun lien with Unitarian 
im Is it to excite the jualousy and houtility of the Hug 
cal sects? Bo far as my information gom, there are in yy 
spiritual ranks as many of the latter as of the former. Mut 
Spirituaſists have no creed. They go to enlablu fhe fact s 
spiritual intereoume, and beyond thet they leave every ov 
form his own opinions according to the dictates of is own oon 
scenes, There are amongst Spiritualiets, sod prominent ones 
too, those who believe in the divinity of Curs as firsgly ag 
Count Gasparin bims Why, then, atiempt thie crude 
against Unitarianiem, if not for the express purpose of preju- 
dicing and misrepresenting Bpiritunliam $ 
From the views I have presented of Count Gasparin’s book, it 
mutt be evident that his theory, like al) which have preceded it, 
must fall tothe ground. There is, therefore, but one plase of 
reſuge left to him, and that is the one now taken by some of 
our Exangelieal dengy, namely: that all these manifestations 
come from the devil, or from ovil spirite. 
come to this conclusion, I think they are in a very hopeful way 
I then have no difficulty with them; for they can not Jong 
make their cougregutious believe that 2 wise and benevolent 
God has established a law of spiritual intercourse by which fhe 
bad alone, and not the good, can communicate. Such 2 grow 
absurdity cau not long be believed, and the people under their 
charge will be ready to say, a I have already known many to 
say, We will investigate these manifestations and thus “try the 
Spirits, and judge for ourselves whether these things be so” 
One remark more and Ihave done. The Count, like other 
opponanis of Spiritualiom who have preceded him, introduces 2 
low order of communications, a8 evidence that they are mot 
from the Spirit-world. Now, if the Spiritual theory be true, 
namely, that the Spirit enters the Spirit-world as i: laune this 
then this low onder of communications is just what we have g 
right to expect from sucha class of Spirits. They are the 
same there that they were here. But fhe Count, like others of 
his coaðjutors, seems stuđionsly to avoid introducing commuti- 
cations of a high order, although they are ready to his band- 
There are those which, for simplicity of style, purity of senti- 
ment, and profundity and sublimity of thought, are unsurpassed 
in the annals of modern literature. Let all thane are overlookud, 
and the most degraded and vulgar alone presented to the pub- 
lic eye. If the Count should visit New Tork and wander 
through the “Five Points,” he might, on his return home, with 
as much propriety put forth the language and sentiments t 
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When ministers have 


jearth. This position has occasionally been taken by some of) heard there as specimens of good sosisty in the city of New 


York, as to put forth this low order of communications, D 
specimens of Spiritual Intercourse ! Very truly poum, 


X. T. TALMADGE. 


| Foxo vv Lac, February 9, 1887. 


| give, und asked Whim if it hurt Km much when it was ousting “Never 
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. MOSES AND THE MIDIANITE VIRGINS, 
„A the women children keep alive for yourselyoy,” 
Tris matter has baon misrepresented, aud thon that misropro- 
sentation “howled over,” as if it were & reality, long enough, 

Thomas Paino said of this, that the Midianitish virgins D were 
consigned to debauchery by the order of Moses,” and Dy. Hare 
has repeated tho samo charge in substanco, by accusing Moses of 
reserving those virgins “for ematie violation.” Tow many 
times ho has repeated the same accusation in some form in his 
articles, T have not eared to count, for it has been with him “the 
harp of a thousand strings,” 

We will take tho whole history of the connection of the Mid- 
ianites with the Israelites, and then wo shall have the matter bo- 
fore us as it really Is, and not as enemies have represented it. 

Ist, then, be it known and understood, that the Midianites 
were not one of the seven nations that the Tsractites purposed to 
expel or destroy, in order to gain possession of their own land ; 
and hence, if the Midianites had any trouble with the Tsraelites, 
they had to first provoke that trouble upon themselves. It 
Would bo a quarrel of their own seeking, Ex. 83: 2; Deut. 7: 
l; Josh, 3: 10. But all this weighs nothing with some, who 
Lan not see anything but quietudo and innocence, and purity and 
uprightness on the part of those surrounding nations, and see 
nothing but wrong, oppression and cruelty on tho part of the 
Israelites, however much they were outraged by those uations. 

2d. The trouble between Midian and Israel arose as follows : 
The Midianites, at the instigation of Balaam, engaged many of 
the Israelites in a most disgusting, shameless, open debaucherys 
justified and encouraged in honor of the Midianitish idol, “ Baal- 
peor,” who was worshiped by shameless obscene rites, 

3d. Moses would not allow this degradation, which could have 
resulted in nothing less than the moral and national destrue- 
tion of that people; and if he had tolerated this, he would have 
been cursed as heartily as he is cursed now, by the very ones 
who curse him for the efficient manner in which he broke up 
and banished these outrageous abominations. Let us see how 
he proceeded, and we shall find that his purpose was good, even 
if we can not, at this late day, without knowing and feeling the 
pressure of all the eireumstances as he did, justify all the mea- 
sures he adopted. 

Ach. He commenced the work among his own people first, 
by causing those vile transgressors among them to be punished. 
« And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, slay every one his 
men that were joined unto Baal-peor.” What else could he 
have done in the situation in which he then was, surrounded 
with such people? But while he had the right and the power 
to eause that the transgressors among his own people should be 
brought legally to justice, ho could not cause the same to be 
done among the Midianites. 

5th, It was necessary that Moses should do something with 
the Midianites, to make them keep clear with their mischievous 
and ensnaring abominations. Hence the command, “Vex tho 
Midianites and smite them; for they vex you with their wiles, 
wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor?— 
Numbers 25. No one will complain of the requirement that 
the Midianites should be prevented in their vileness and wiles, 
however much they may censure Moses for the manner in which 
he did it. 

Och. He accordingly sent an army against the Midianites— 
Numb. d. They invaded Midian and “slew all the males,” 
meaning, of course, the men that they met, as far as they in- 
vaded. And hildren of Israel took the women of Midian 
captives” ver. 9. did not take aru of the women of 
Midian into captivity (as Will show before J close), as our trans- 
lators would make us think ke inserting the word all. And it 
would seem ,from verse 16, that chey were of that class who 
were personally guilty; for Moses said of thom, “ Behold these 
caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to 
commit trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor” 
u And tho children of Israel took the women of Midian captives, 
and their little ones, and took the spoil of ‘all their cattle, and 
all their flocks, and all their goods.” 


and El ent forth out of the camp to meet them, Moses 
was offend “tho officers of the host, the captains over 
thousands and the captains over hundreds,” for attempting to 


bring those women captives into the camp of Israel. “And 
Moses said, Have ze saved all the for rather these] women 
alive? Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the 
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counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against, the Lord in the 
matter of Peor, Now, therefore, kill every male among the 
little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying 
with him. But all the women children that hayo not known 
man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.” 

8. It is asserted by Paine that those daughters “were con- 
signed to debauchery by the order of Moses,” and Dr. Haro says 
they were reserved “only for systematic violation.” 1 want 
the reader to look at tho glaring absurdity which this charge in- 
volves, Tho children of Israel had been guilty of gross de- 
bauchery with the women of Midian, and Moses, to prevent a 
continuation and repetition of the same wickedness, caused all 
the guilty ones to be put to death, both male and female, as far 
as he could, and then publicly assigned the innocent daughters 
of Midian to the innocent sons of Israel for a repetition of the 
same offonse!! Tt would hardly be expected that a writer as 
coarso and rash as Paine, should maken charge so preposter- 
ously absurd and vile! But aside from the prominent absurdity 
of this charge, there is nothing in the phraseology of the text that 
ean fairly be construed to indicate anything of the kind, which 
shows that sueh objectors find it necessary to exaggerate, in order 
to produce the desired effect upon the reader's mind. 

It has been abundantly shown in former articles, that the law 
of Moses required tho Hebrews to hold the persons of their fe- 
male captives inviolate. They might marry their captives if 
they desired them; but they could not do this without submit- 
ting to certain delays and formalities, after which she became 
his wife, entitled to all the privileges of a Hebrew woman, or 
went out free—Dewl, 21: 10—14, The truth is, they were 
only allowed to retain these young Midianite captives as domes- 
ties, educating them in their families, and employing them as 
servants, And they could not have been in so bad a school 
there as among those shameless, immodest Midiauites. 

“Of the women killod on this occasion (says a writer), it 
may be safely said that their lives were forfeited by their per- 
sonal transgressions.” 

The hard part of this matter has not been noticed yet—the 
distinction of those innocent, unoflending male children! Moses 
in the Whole of this direction respecting these captives was act- 
ing of himself, and did not claim any divine direction, I do not 
wish to justify this butchery of chose children ; or the only apol- 
ogy that can be made for it is, the barbarties of the times and 
the necessities of the case, This transaction is not to be judged 
of by the condition of society at this day, but by the state of 
society then, the manners and customs and knowledge of those 
times. And we can not know and realize the nature and pres- 
sure of all the circumstances in the midst of which Moses was 
struggling. The Midianites provoked the war needlessly upon 
themselves, and must have expected to fare according to the 
customs of those times, Warfare against a faithless and vile 
peoplo can not be conducted with the same lenity and mildness 
as against a more honorable and magnanimous nation. And 
Moses resorted to no new or unusual barbarity, and the customs 
of the times sustained him in all that he did. 

9th. It has been imagined that this was an extirpation of the 
Midianites as a people. It was intended 
as an invasion to punish, and prevent their wiles, not to extir- 
pate. They continued a marauding and savage people ever 
after, till they were destroyed as intolerable nuisances. We 
read, Judges, 6, that they afterward oppressed Israel “seven 
years.” “And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel; 
and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them 
deus which are in the mountains and caves and strongholds. 
And so it was when Israel had sown that the Midianites came 
up, and the Amalekites and the men of the Hast, even they 
came up against them, and destroyed the increase of the earth 
till they came to Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, neither 
sheep nor ox nor ass. For they came up with their cattle and 
their tents, and they camo as grasshoppers for multitude ; for 
both they and their camels were without number; and they en- 
tered into the land to destroy it. And Israel was greatly im- 
poverished because of the Midianites. They were at last de- 
feated by Gideon in tho valley of Jezreel, which appears to have 
put an end to their existence as a nation.—Judges 8. 

Thus their intercourse with the Israelites commenced by loose 
and degrading vileness, for which they were deservedly pun- 
ished, but ended by the children of Israel destroying them in 
self-defence, after they had endured seven years of pillage, xob- 
bery and devastation from them. v. J. b. 


But this was not so. 


363 
THE MILLENNIUM OF SPIRITUALISM. 

Our Millenium shall not be an age of seething brains only, 
but of deep, restful soulas, Has it dawned? Ts the end at hand! 
the end of that world of doubt and darkness, of spiritual wan- 
dering in the desert, and famishing above the bones of the 
less pilgrims who have whitened their crooked path through the 
vast places of despair, seeking in vain for the waters of lifo? 
‘Timidly, yet hopefully we believe it has, the more that while the 
faith which we nourish seems to deny all other creeds, it really 


count- 


accepts them, and finds in the new era of Spirituahsm, ihe oldest 
faith revived, the dim floating cloud-shapes of belief, and hope 
and propheey, which seemed drifting to every point, converged 
and condensed into one solid temple, planted on the rock of ages. 
From the stand-point of the destructionist we are spared the task 
of showing the parallel between this age and the visual age of 


the end. For a good half century, surely, the Teonoclast: spirit 


has been rampant enough to satisfy the most eager prophet of 
‘ Sach 
destruction, that the end of many things was at hand, 
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been in down-pulling and dey astation, a most hearty and perhaps 
rather fruitless bombardment of the Sevastopol of sin and error. 
It suits our genius to break things, aad a hollow g da sham 
king, or a weak pre ident, are equal prey to our belligerant sons 
of thunder. 


irrevocably fixed, that creeds long 


Whether we will mourn or not, it is true, fatally 


sacred with the gathered mold 
of antiquity are fast being numbered with the dead. The hot 
intensity of hell and the vestibule of its burning jurisdiction have 
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world is 
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of the living truth. It goes with all its kindred satellites, the 
bloody gallows, the retributiveness of the penal code, and all the 
cruel offspring of mere revenge; and in their places rises a world 
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of daw, natural restraint and natural liberty 
All the uns 


of free-will, of fate, election, foreknowledge and foreordinati 


, under the guidance 


of a God of boundless mercy. 


have dwindled down to a slender, failing voice, and tl 
manly utterance of the pulpit deals with more human interests 
comes nearer some expression, if not some slight satisfying of the 
souls wants. 

This revelation has been with a power, a might that if divested 
of its almost universal benevolence had been a terror to the very 
soul; the hair of the very bravest had stood on end, and his 
chilled blood had crept back upon his heart, at the sights and 
sounds of its inexplicable phenomena. 

It comes with foretokening, with warning. It has been from 
the very first, its own best prophet, and step by step it has fore- 
told the progress it would make. It comes, too, most trium- 
phant. No faith before it ever took such a victorious stand, in 
its very infancy. It has swept like a hurricane of fire through 
the land, compelling faith from the baffled scoffer, and the most 
determined doubter. 
doctors and divines have left it for dead on the battle-field, but 
with a vitality as unapproachable as the life of its infinite Author, 
it starts up strong from the contest. 

Slight things are powerful when their law is known. Old 
skepties who had stood the battery of a thousand pulpits, have 
surrendered at the tipping of a Spirit-hand on their unconscious 
tables. Lightening and darkening of council with words without 
wisdom, automaton brains and no brains at all, Og force and 
more odd weakness, have all come to the rescue of baffled unbe- 
lief, and still the faith goes on blessing the sick soul, wearied with 
hollow cant. The little pine wainseot that shook the air in a 
small room in Rochester, has echoed to the ends of the earth 
and shakes old creeds like the judgment-thunders. We march 
to the tune of that magie music, and while the quick ear detects 
the tiny sound, the enlightened soul sees far into the surrounding 
mystery and presses to its aim. Thus it has justified its claim to 
come to yietory.— Spiritual Cario. 
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One after another of the good, learned 


Anovr Brrs.—A swarm of bees in their natural state contains from 
10,000 to 20,000 of the insects, while in hives they number from. 30,- 
000 to 40,000. In a square foot of honey-comb there are about 9,000 
cells. A queen bee lays her eggs for fifty or sixty consecutivo days, 
laying about five hundred daily. It takes three days to hatch each egg 
In one season a single queen bee hatches about 100,000 bees. 
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The relationship and dependen- | schooled in speaking and writing much, without saying anything ; | people stand amazed am 
8 8 t or inuuene 


A, 


breaks OU 


ne aa af he f 
gious tenets of their fathers, 


rsonal 


vv. m 
, N 


w e 


— 


€ ai ebe 2 
flow of the ocean’s ti 


al harmor 


tory with another, and especially woul 


between the last year and any preeedin 


recollection. There seems to have been 


eople. 


Harmonies in diversities. 
cies of all the various reform movements are overlooked. In- that is, they speak against time, and write to fill up space, rather Ti 
stead of charitably recognizing the appropriate specialities of | than to express live thoughts. character. It 
each humanitary endeavor, and the analogies necessarily subsist- | How much it is to be regretted that che fact, truth or princi- ment is exhausted 
ing between them, each party or clique seems to prefer that the | ple witnessed, uttered or presented, is at once associated with, The recent alier 


masses remain in ignorance and degradation, to their elevation | and considered as part and parcel of the witness or author, and San Francisco, nam 
through rival methods. The reform movements of the day | that if the new fact, truth or principle can not be subverted on ` and laws, even to 

are too superficial—one-idea enterprises—and they can only its merits, the personal habits and character of the discoverer | gether to resist the 
slop? Tike characteristics in men and women who yield or author are maligned, traduced, and are brought to bear | Spint—seem 
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dleness, intolerance, and political and sectarian animosities. We of man the truth. The idea of self too often intervenes, and | fected by this malady, may po 
ean not expect a good harmonie man from the development of | occupies the thoughts to the prejudice and exclusion of truth Nation, Men unprincipled in lov 
one faculty or department of his nature, that part being neglect- | and righteousness. When men are intent on truth, and have bor, constitute the p abaluz of th 
ed, he should still be an integral harmonic man. a single eye to humanitary results, persons and self sink into in- writers that suicide is contagious, 
Reformatory endeavors have been partial, fragmentary, and iu signißeance. The measure of a man's love for truth and uses France and the United States are cited in proof of t 
a measure destructive of each other, and of all genuine radical | may be determined by his abnegation of personal and seläsh E any one crime is contagious in its character, surely thi 
reform. A movement is demanded which shall unitize all pro-| considerations. Where the great ends of truth and humanity | T2508 for denying that all are. Whenever the Spirit c 
gressive reformatory spirits; and while it is fraternal in its char- are concerned, it is impertinence to introduce persons before the nee of which I speak is fairly started, it must sp 
acter, it must be earnest, and reach down to the root of all evil. | vision of the public, and divert its attention with a warfare of | after it has “ garroted” its victims and slaked 
Before this unitizing and deep reformatory movement can be personalities. The love of truth, not for the sake of self not for subsides or removes to another place. 
inaugurated, men must disintegrate themselves from sects, par-] he sake of gain, glory, honor, place and 8 but foel No one will deny that individuals conside 
ties and societies, cliques or fragmentary enterprises, and become | tbe sake of God and Humanity, is, after all, the true test of they are yet in the lower planes of their n 
in di vidadis sovereigns of themselves—and assume the respon- | manhood. The man, sect or party who is imbued with this sen- | ceptible to this malign spirit. While th 
sibilities of true manhood ; observing, reflecting and speaking | timent, has very little to do with merely personal Per SSC man rules him to the exclusion of 
from the internal Me. A few men of this description meeting But how stands the ease now in all the different departments | inevitably is morose, je 
together in fise and fraternal relations, with an earnest purpose, of progress! How far have the interests of persons, sects and l When he finds others so susceptible of his influence’s 
would soon inaugurate the proper unitary reform. T look hope- parties been subordinated to the interests of truth and Human tenance or consociate with him, these turk 
fally to modern Spiritualists to institute this reformatory move- development! Have not persons been the principal end and aim, streugthened, and become bold, reckless, and m 
SA chiefly because they are more free and fraternal, and know and the interests of Truth and Progress only the specious pre- in overt crimes and libels. If individuals are thus s } 
more and better the scope of human needs and relations than text Have these not been lost sight of in the bitter partizan spirit, "of this spirit, so must sects and parties be, in the degree that 
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WANTS OF SPIRITUALISM, 

Wene a proclamation to be issued from tho courts of heaven 
offering to send ald to the cause of Spiritualism in any particular 
form which might be deemed most desirable by tho great body 
of its votaries, there would undoubtedly bo much variety of 
opinion among those interested, as to the specifie form in which, 
before all others, the proffered boon should come. Some would 
ask that Spiritualism might immediately bo made respectable, 
and become fashionable, among the world’s people; others would 
ask that all persecution from tho dominant religious sects might 
be made to cease, and that all opposition to spiritual intercourse 
might bo forever silenced ; a third class would ask that the 
means might Be granted whereby wo might always unmistakably 
identify the Spirits that purport to communicato with us, while 
` (not to notice other specific and minor preferences) a vast majority 
would probably concur in saying, “ Give us demonstrations from 
the spiritual world so signal, conspicuous and unmistakable, as 
to put it absolutely out of the power of any ono to deny their 
reality, and as to forco immediate and final conviction upon all 
mien.” 

But it wo could have our individual wish, wo would ask for a 
boon different entirely from each of those above specified. While 
wo would thankfully accept of each of the above named dispen- 
sations as affecting the interests of our common cause, so far as 
it might be compatible with tho laws of divine order, and with 
other and paramount spiritual and temporal interests of man, yet 
rather than ask for either or all of them to the exclusion of other 
objects, we would say, “Give us grace to rightly improve those 
blessings which, by means of the spiritual unfoldings, have al- 
ready been placed within our reach.” 

As for tho wnfashionablencss of Spiritualism, in the present 
state of humanity, this condition, however unfayorable in other re- 
specls, is useful in saving it from the corruptions and hollow- 
hearted insincerities of the world’s fashions. The persecutions 
which an avowal of a belief in its reality is calculated to excite, 
serve also a useful purpose in keeping out of the ranks of its yo- 
‘ies those whose love of it does not transcend all fears of per- 
secution. As for the diffienlty often experienced in identifying 
the Spirits that purport to communicate with us, it is itself a very 
useful revelation of the realities of the dark and deceptive spir- 
itual spheres, and beside that, it may yet prove a very important 
index to some of the more occult laws of spiritual communica- 
tion; as for the inadequacy of existing spiritual manifestations 
to convince the more obdurate skeptics, it is just as it should be 


in order to preclude the bewildering and other ill consequences 
of suddenly crushing cherished opinions, and abruptly forcing 
the human mind to receive truths for which, in millions of in- 
stances, it would be totally unprepared. And while we would 
by no means intimate that the existing and operating conditions 
of the spiritual unfolding are not susceptible of vast improve- 
ments, we are, on the other hand, well satisfied that they are en- 
eumbered with no obstructions or imperfections which are not at- 
tended with some compensating uses. 

But while present conditions of Spiritualism, viewed as a dis- 
pensation of Divine Providence adapted to the now ewisting states 
of men and Spirits, are such as mere human wisdom could not 
safely tamper with in the introduction of essential innovations, 
let us inquire to what extent we are improving the instructions 
which the conscientious and reverent mind may derive from 
these new Phenomena? I speak not now of the teachings of in- 
which, taken by themselves, are no more reli- 

ings of men in the flesh; but I speak of the 
henomend, viewed solely in their phe- 
nomenal aspects, These, being carefully studied with a predom- 
inant desire to appropriate their logical and demonstrated se- 
quences to the uses of an orderly s iritual and moral life, and 
thus to improve our relations to God and our fellow-man, would, 
directly and indirectly, open to the interior view a world of truth 
as boundless as the ever expanding conceptions of the mind, and 
its correspondingly unfolded desires for useful applications of its 
discoveries. 

Let us not here be misunderstood. We do not mean by this 
that the developments of that comparatively momentary period 
comprised within the last eight or nine years, when taken simply 
by themselves, d apart from their relations to proceeding di- 
ving dispensatic 8, and from the accumulated mental acquisitions 
and spiritual experiences of the world during the many thousand 
years that have passed—are all sufficient as indices of spiritual 
science, and as revelations of human duties and destinies. On 


teachings of the gene 


extravaganes which could only have originated in a mind 
bounded in its range of contemplations to the narrow cirelo of its 
own sensible horizon. It entirely ignores the wonderful outwork- 
ings of tho Divine spiritual economy in bygone ages, and which, 
constituting as they do the very animus of all human history, 
stand now as firm and eternal boacon lights for the guidance of 
all future generations. In fact this view utterly despises the ex- 
periences of the bygone ages, and scems to suppose that the 
past six years have been more fruitful in spiritual light and 
knowledge than the previous six thousand years had been. But 
such is not our view. We believe that the world in all ages is 
ruled by a God who is infinite in all his attributes of Love and 
Wisdom, and who is equally cognizant of greatest and smallest 
events—of the moyements of a universe, and the falling of a 
sparrow. Irrespective of any questions relating to mere human 
progress, or its conditions and Jaws, we believe that this same 
God was as wiso and good, and as solicitons for the spiritual 
welfare of his human offspring, six thousand years ago, as he is 
at this moment. With our views of that Being, it is impossible 
for us to suppose that he would suffer even the first receptive 
generation of mankind to pass without, in some form best 
adapted to their understandings, revealing to them his nature, 
his will, the laws and facts of his providence, and ina general 
way, the whole programme of his future purposes, for time and 
eternity, with reference to the race of man. This revelation 
being once made, is necessarily made forever, and as to its in- 
trinsic nature and principles, is as unchangeable as God himself, 
however its forms of outer expression may be providentially 
changed in after ages to adapt it to the comprehension and 
practical uses of particular nations or churches. Nay more; 
not only must that revelation as to its inmost principles (not its 
external forms,) be as unchangeable as God himself, but it must 
be as complete as God himself. It must thus be an infinite and 
inexhaustible store-house whence men, spirits and angels may, 
by interior research according to their specife degrees of devel- 
opment, derive that instruction which will make them more wise, 
more holy, more celestial and divine, without limit. Moreover, 
this revelation which, as to its interior principles (not its external 
forms) is thus fixed, unalterable, and absolutely and eternally 
eomplete, must eternally stand as the only proper and final 
criterion of all future revelations, pretended or real; and so far 
as men, spirits, or angels speak not according to its “law and 
its testimony,” it is positively certain that there is no true “light 
in them.” Nor is this all: As this one and only fundamental 
divine revelation, interiorly considered, is infinite and complete 
in itself, no subsequent revelation that is ¿rue can, as to the 
principles involyed, possibly contradict it, differ from it, transcend 
it, or bring to light any interior truth which it does not already 
and eternally involve, (observe, we speak not now of external 
forms of application ;) and the only real use that any modern 
or any still future revelation can subserve, is to bring more 
fully within the sphere of the external mind, and to reduce to 
new forms of outer and practical application, the interior princi- 
ples of the one and only fundamental revelution of which we 
speak. 

When we, therefore, say that we regard the modern spiritual 
phenomena (considered as phenomena) as opening to the reverent 
and inductive mind, an ever expanding world of truth, we mean sim- 
ply that these phenomena, while they are undeniably highly in- 
structive eren when by themselves properly considered, present to 
as the analogues, exponents, and living demonstrations of the re- 
alities and intrinsic nature of all the leading spiritual occurrences, 
mandates, and communications, from divine, celestial and infernal 
sources, that have been manifested to the world during all past 
ages. Properly viewed, these phenomena not only demonstrate 
the eternal reality of spiritual and divine things, and show that 
spirituality and divinity must have projected, and must, from be- 
ginings to endings, perpetually control, the temporal and ma- 
terial things of this world, but they will serve, in an important 
sense, as a grammar and dictionary by which that mysterious 
Book of God’s past dealings with, and teachings to, man, may be 
read in a more interior sense, and known to be true. To change 
the figure, these phenomena should serve to us as the key by 
which to unlock the infinite treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
which are stored up in the interiors of that fundamental divine 
Revelation spoken of above, and concerning the reality of which, 
in these days of materialism and sensuality, men had well nigh 


lost all faith. 


question, and ask, What, now, in 
the great Body of Spiritualists, is most necded t—and Bie AOR sy 
Wo need more reverence, more love, more eonseie nee gin a 
word, more religion and thenes more searching, interior, ana- 
lytic, synthetic, and systematizing intellect; and on the , 
wo need far less of that flippant, slap-dash, self-concatted and 
unroverential sciolism which, if we were not afraid of injuring 
the neryes of those who may feel that they have good reason to 
apply the remark to themselves, we would say quite too exten” 

sively prevails among Spirilualistic writers and speakers. O that 
all Spiritualists would cease to regard these phenomena as a mere 

pageant, a mere show, which the Almighty Ruler has permitted 

to ba exhibited to the world for the mere amusement of idle 

spectators! God has not given us these things as curiosities ` he 
has not permitted them as authorizing any vain inferences as to 
our “ progression” beyond that of Moses, or of that prophets, or 
of Jesus Christ, or to authorize as to lay aside as obsolete, the 
divine revelations made through them. Ie has granted them 
to remind us that his eye is stil} upon us, and that he still im- 
peratively demands of us obedienes to his laws, a3 he demanded 
the same of bis people of old, and that without this obedience 
no one can escape those dark and ineffbly wretched conditions 
which are now being disclosed from the lower spheres, By thus 
reminding us of these things, he calls us to learn the principles 
of a heavenly life from that faudamental revelation which is yea 
and amen and absolute, and which being once spoken is spoken 
for eternity; and with all tenderness and charity toward those 
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who may honestly differ from us in opinion, we 
our decided conviction, that any kind of Spiritualism which con- 
temns this revelation, or treats it as a light thing, will as surely 
come to naught as any other bubble that floats upon the ocean of 
yain human imaginings. 

Some one is heard to inquire, “To what Revelation do you 
here refer?” Dear friend, first ask your inmost conscience to 
what we can alone preperly refer in these terms, and if that will 
not inform you, it may be granted us to give further explana- 


tions upon the subject. We will, however, say this much: It 
is that Revelation concerning which the world, during the last 


few years, has been overwhelmed with reams upon reams of 
ignorant and self-conceited trash. 

The writer trusts that he pens the last sentence in none other 
than the spirit of kindness; but when thick coats of mail are to 
be pierced, and words are the only weapons by which we are to 
pierce them, it is necessary that the words selected should be 
sharp and strong. 

We had intended to be alittle more specific in pointing out 
certain wants of Spiritualism subordinate to the above, but as 
our space is full, we conclude for the present by taking the re- 
sponsibility of the above outspoken thoughts, off the broad 
shoulders of the Spirtrvuat Tetecravu, in whose columns we 
appear in our own peculiarities, by courtesy, and binding it upon 
the back of humble. F. 


«Psalms of Life.” 

We have received this new collection of “ Psalms, Hymas, Chants, 
Anthems, ete., embodying the Spivitual, Progressive and Reformatory 
sentiment of the present age, by John S. Adams.” We hazard nothing 
in saying that this is a valuable compilation, and every way far better 
adapted to the present wants of Spiritualists and Reformers than any 
similar work which has hitherto come to our notice. It is desiined to 
have an extensive sale. We are prepared to supply all orders at the 
publisher's prices. Single copies seventy-five cents; the usual dis- 


count to the trade. 
1 OS 


Emma Frances dar, 


We learn that Miss Jay’s health has been so much impaired by her 
efforts at the West, and the influence of the climate on her constitution, 
that she has been obliged to discontinue her labors. As soon as she re- 
covers we shall probably hear of her presence in this particular region. 
The note before us is without date or post mark, so that we can not 
speak of Miss Jay’s whereabouts ; but we desire to inform her—as this 
paragraph may perhaps attract her notice—that there are several letters 
addressed to her in our care, now remaining in this office. 

— — +6 — — 
The Amateur Choir at Dodworth’s Academy. 

Miss Emma HAnDbNoE cordially invites any ladies and gentlemen 
attending the meetings at Dodworth’s Hall, who have good voices, to 
assist her efforts to improve the music by strengthening the choir, 
Miss Hardinge offers gratuitous instruction to any who need it and are 
deterred from joining the choir by lack of musical knowledge ; and 
points to the progress which has already been made in the musical ex- 
ercises of these mectings as an inducement for all those capable of 
assisting their further progress to join iheir aid, however small, to the 
efforts of those already engaged in it. Apply to Miss Hardinge, at her 
Musical Academy, 553 Broadway. 


TIGATING CLASS. 

Tun Investigating Class met as usual at the houso of Charles Par- 
tridgo, on Wednesday evening, March 3d, the question being, « What 
was the origin of the first man PH 

Dr. Orton said : 

Man, as we see him, is composed of a material organization 
and intelligence, or a reasoning spirit. As his spiritual post is 
hidden and intangible, science inclines to derive him from mat- 
ter, and the question is not so much as to the exact modus of 
cho derivation—for that we scarcely expect to master at present 
with much certainty as to the fact whether he is to be regarded 
as an outgrowth of the material, or of the spiritual world—who- 
ther he is a child of earth or of heaven. 

T confess that I have little sympathy with that theory which 
finds the germ of humanity in the lower grades of matter, and 
traces it on through the mineral and vegetable to tho animal 
kingdom, and thence through tadpoles, cats and dogs and horses 
to the monkey, and ends by making the monkey blossom into a 
man. Human consciousness revolts at contemplating such a 
pedigree as this, which is no small evidence against it, and the 
scheme is quite as illogical as it is unsightly, 

My second objection to it is, that an effect can not go beyond 
its cause, A ball driven by a forco capable only of carrying it 
one mile, can not be propelled by it two miles. A progenitor 
can impart to its offspring no qualities whieh it has not in itself. 
We can conceive it possible that mind, creative mind, should pro- 
duce matter, but can not conceive it possible that unthinking 
matter should produce mind—that from rocks and drift and sea- 
weed should spring the faculty of reason. 

Again, if the higher orders of brute animals have ever 
changed to men and women, or generated men and women, 
why do they not do so now? It has been said, and very truly, 
that wherever we find a law, that law is universal. I repeat, 
why do we not witness examples of such outgrowths or metem- 
psychosis now-a-days? 

Analogy is but another expression indicative of the same 
universality of law. The transformations of the tadpole and the 
grub are adduced as analogies of the supposed change of ani- 
mals to men. But I apprehend the tadpole and the grub are 
rather embryonie forms of the frog and the butterfly, developing, 
like other embryos, in the direction of their own specifie forms, 
Certainly the general law is, that like produces like; so that in 
all the observations of the world, during many centuries, I pre- 
sume it would be impossible to find an example where an ani- 
mal or a vegetable has overstepped its bounds, and a dove been 
bora of an eagle, or a plum of an apple. There is development, 
there is progress, but each genus progresses in its own line and 
order—the apple as an apple, the horse as a horse, and man as 


man. 

What are the analogies in our own plane of activity? We 
do not construct minerals, vegetables, nor animals, but we con- 
struct other things; and by examining the processes we adopt 
we may discover a general law applicable to all constructions, 
When we propose to build anything, as a house or a ship, we 
first build it in idea, carefully adjusting its dimensions and its 
parts, so as to fit them to each other, and make of them a uni- 
tary or complete whole. This is our spiritual house or ship, so 
to speak, which we then proceed to clothe with the proper ma- 
terial, to ultimate in matter. And such must necessarily be the 
process in every construction, Where parts are to be adjusted 
to each other, where there are to be qualities and functions, a 
place to be filled, and a purpose to be subserved in a construc- 
tiory thought, a plan must precede the ultimation of the thing 
itself. The bounds, parts, qualities and purposes of a world, of 


= mineral, of a vegetable, Of aa and of a man, in every 

part and function, must of necess been definitely 

in idea, before any of them could be made settled 
that man originated from a necessity, that when the 


vorld reached a certain point of developmen be naturally and 
ly sprung into being, and there si 


origin at 
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less evidence of design, contrivance, the fitting of parts to each | be absorbed into animal, vegetable or minen organization, 
J TC 


other so that each shall subservo a special end, in a man, thao 
in a wateh. And what other thing is there in the universe, 80 
far as we are acquainted, that is able to form a plan and fit parts 
into a whole, and set that whole in motion, aside from mind? 
Mind, we know can do this—it is a proper function of mind— 
but we know of nothing olse that can, Then, if we would be 
logically sound, and just and impartial in gur decisions, giving to 
facts and deductions their natural weight and effect, there can be 
no escape from the conclusion that man is a Production of mind, 
and not of matter, 

For these reasons, and others which I have not now time to 
state, I conclude, therefore, that the origin of man is spiritual, 
A planning mind at the head of the universe establishes the 
being of a God. And as I find in man a planning mind, an as- 
piring instinct, and a constant tendency to create—to imitate the 
Grand Architect in his works—this, taken in connection with 
ancient and modern revelations, and the testimony of our own 
consciousness, establishes me in the belief that man originated in 
the Heavens and from God. In the highest revelations he is 
called the child, the begotten of God; and Isee no reason to 
doubt it. It'is quite certain that no other conclusion will meet 
all the demands of the question. This will. And if we fail to 
be able to trace out the mode of his transit from Heaven to 
earth, and his ultimation in a human form, we are still justified 
by the conclusive evidences in the case in this decision as to his 
origin. 

To explain the mode of the origination of the first human 
being, various theories have been devised. That of Sweden- 
borg is ingenious, but relates only to the peopling of this earth. 
As near as I remember, it is this. 
material world were culminated in a fruil, or egg, hanging on the 
bough of a tree. This was guarded and nourished by angels, 
and impregnated and vivified by the Most High; and in due 
time, from it an infant was born, who became the founder of our 
race. 

I have no wish to outrage the opinions or prejudices of the 
world, but it is well known that I regard God, in a very literal 
sense, as the Infinite Man, as male and female, and as the father 
or procreator of all intelligent beings, whether men or angels ; 
all angels having first been men. I further am inclined to be- 
liere thet God ultimated himself in matter, that is, took on him- 
self a human body (which was the first begotten,) before any 
other man, or angel, or intelligence was made; and that from 
him, legitimately, in his humanity, sprung the first man; and 
that all the globes, as they have been successively created, have 
in like manner thus been peopled by him with his children. 

The following paper, submitted by Dr. J. R. Orton to the Investiga- 
ting Circle which met at the house of Mr. Partridge, on Wednesday 
evening, February 25, was crowded out of our last number. The 
question for discussion was : “ Are there such things or conditions as 
mortal and immortal; and if so, what is it that is mortal, and what 
immortal?“ 

Are there such things or conditions as mortal and immortal! 

I reply that there are. In an absolute sense, however, I ap- 
prehend, all things must be considered as immortal, Bodies 
alone change, while the atoms of which they are composed ever 
remain the same. Material organizations, then, are mortal, 
while their ultimate atoms and all spirit are immortal. 

By what I have here said, I by no means intend to admit the 
eternity of matter as to its beginning. I allow to it, howeyer, 
the same duration in the past that I do to the portion of spirit 
which, becoming individualized, vitalizes a man or a thing. In 
both cases the life-principle or essence ie from God, but it is 
quite too fanciful reasoning to assume, therefore, that matter is 
uncreated—has existed forever with God. 

Tn looking to man as a microcosm of the Infinite—a finite 
model of the Deity—it seems to me not impossible to arrive at 
a reasonable conclusion as to the origin of matter. We find 
constantly emanating from ourselves various forces, gaseous, mag- 


netic and electrical, * op probably to all the elements 
e comp 


à may be 
in the battery of his brain, and pour- 
himself into the natural universe the essential ele- 

„Our globe, I apprehend, is in a state of con- 
The same is probably true of other 
is full of atomic particles, waiting to 
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the origin of these atoms, in my opinion, as already intims 


is the action of mind on individualized life, exte nding “tony 4, 

the entire universe of intelligence, with the Grand Chen out 

the head. . 
As a more extended reply to the last clause of the geg 
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“ What is it that P mortal, and what immortal TT I Vue D 
that spiritual organizations, whether angels, men or thin, 7 
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not in themselves necessarily immortal, Nothing is absolute) 


immortal but God, and the lifo germa which emanate from bim 
and vital all identities, Spirits, whether of men or things 
as organizations, become immortal by virtue gf the inv Reger 
conjunction of life and mind—what Swedentory calls love ana 
wisdom, and what we, especially in the lower "2 a 
nature, often denominated positive and negatiy j i 
unities fitted to each other; and when conjoined forr 
unity, and without this conjunction there can be no dey 


These are 
a double 
p'r pt 
of an organization anywhere, This conjunction is doubtisa the 
first aud strongest law of nature; and if eo, in its real and + 
being, it is able to defend itself against assaults fri 
ters, and accordingly to preserve ite identity as a separ: te ind 
vidualization forever. 
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SCIENCE VS. SPIRITUALISM. 


Mr. Eprrox :—Many of your readers may have heard of 
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some few read, a work with this title, recently publis} 


city, being a translation from the French of gentleman holding 
a high position in his own country, for piety and literary and 
ch bulk 


scientific attainments, When a man writes a book of gut 
feet, we would natyratl 
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nearly a thousand page —on any s 


ust be something at bottom, some f 


some idea to chall aral attention; and we 


we 


a proposition new and startling to the s 
world, his facts and theories thereon should «ta 
truth. Ido not take up the pen to criticize or review M. Ga 
rin’s book, but simply to point out what appears to ze? 


nd the te 


glaring inconsistency in one of his deductions—the most im; 


ant one in fact—from his experiments, upon what ha der 
nates the “Turning Tables.” After giving a detailed 
numerous sittings where were present ten operators, he comes to 
this conclusion as to the immediate agent which operates in the 
production of the phenomena: 

“ I affirm that there is an agent, that ihis agent is not su 
that it is physical, communicating to physical objects, m 
mined by our will. Our will, I say, and this is, in eff 
mental observation which we have gathered on the s 
agent ; this it is which characterizes it ; this, also, which ¢ ge 
it in the minds of many. They would resign themselves, perhaps, io i 
new egent if it were the necessary and exclusive product of hands 
forming the chain, if certain positions, or certain acts, as its 
manifestation. But the case does not stand thus; the moral and phys- 
ical must combine to give rise to it.“ à 

A very large number of experiments had been 
persons associated with the author around the 


which was the re-production of numbers from 


nade by the 


so Mi 


This consisted in some one of those around the table king of 
a number, as five, ten, or more, and writing it upon a slip of 
paper, that it might afterward be proved there was no frsad on 


his part. Then the person who acts as director of per 
commands the table to indicate by blows the number 
upon the slip of paper. This, our author informs us, has inva 
riably succeeded. 

It appears to me that the result of this experiment is fatal to 
the position taken relative to the fluid-theory, and in fact totally 
overthrows it. Ten persons sitting around a table, al] possessed 
of an equal or like quantity of this fluid-force, purpose to do 
something—to make the table move. Very well. As long as 
they know the time or fimes it shall be made to move, and are 
thus allowed to exercise their wills (assuming the author’s theory 
correct,) in concert, with that object in view, they will make it 
move. But when they do not know the number of times it is 
desired the table shall move, of course it will continue is mo- 
tions just so long as they act upon it. When no signal i given 
to stop the table in its motions, as in the experiment where only 
one of the circle knows the requisite number, the table will con- 
tinue to move until the majority of the operators get tired, or 
suspend the operation of their wills upon the fluid, D must 
argue collusion between this individual possessed of the number 
and the other operators, or a most marvelous power of thought- 
reading on their part. 
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glwa zg, ah the presla 
figura soretty tndlonted to him did ha ane in provenWag the axe 
rullen of the command of his , The reverse of this expen 
ment was atlemptod hie person wna e bat ged with the command and 
tho exeoutlon of the higher number, while each of the other ` zi?) 


mentors In turn should endeayer to pee the Wows after they had 


The rewill was un foreseen, 
prevented Whe tate from abe ving to the and; Wot nothing emid te 
more cores! than the „ale AiMeulty with whieh it ane ite 
task from tha moment the twa , or the two wills, consed ta 
coincida, * * We at last found the exact bwlance pant of tha 
aren. Teo the most powerful person were frat opposed two lle 
who wore immediately vanquished ; then two men, wha g no 
tier ` then two others, one of whom we found amen In a condition 


roprosqnted the smaller number. 
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|On thie ogoan T proposed varlona mantal questions, to which 1 re 


which causa me to record kavara! interesting items of pray 


b uatiafastory answers, Wy loud rape on the tabla. In ufs, to 
|a mental call, T bad a multituds of raps given tne on various parta of the 
| tabla, each rap being ns lond aa would be made by a forclile wad ener 
| Reie stroka of the human Bet, and «o Aletinet that 


L the location of wach 
one Could be gu, determined, lan requested thins 


Han the fn 
| composing the cirale to sit away from Vie table, promising to give us 
Having orth 
plied with thelr request, ly mbing away froin the aide and leaving $i 


| Plone in the center of the room, ib Ine started upon one foot, 


ta “struggle alone, The last two cut ehort the exeoutlon of the rom 
mand ot the proalsa H feed upon by them,” 


Ioro, than, wa have n confirmation of the existence of tha 
Dal kurz or agent, by an individual trial of thoir relative powers, 
Bo far, all appears fair and consistent, Bat presently we shall 
tee how completely all thie theory is demolished by another ex 
periment, adduced by the author to combat an objection which 
might be raised against the truthfulness of the operators, The 
particular objection to which he is replying ia, thal the mim horn 
of the circle may wo muscular force in the reproduction of num- 
bars from the thought, He saya: 

Among the num called for, the malico of a witness had placed a 
cipher, ond the foot designated for ite expression was ah the left of the 
operator, beyond the ophereaf his muscular action, Mow, the command hay- 
ing boon imeued without producing any responso, we were all oxleomely 
annoyed, convinced as we were, that our powerlessness for the tine be 
ing wae io great an lo prevent our obtaining even the site elevation. 
1 confidently onser that if the experimenters placed in front of the 
fool were ever lempled fraudlently to apply mechanical action, they 
were oh thal moment, Our nerves were intensely exeited, aud our ira- 
pationce was ob Ite height; neverthelews: no motion was observed, and 
to our great relief the figure was announced to ho U cipher, 

Nereis the difficulty, Ti is impossible to understand why the 

table should not have moved when the cipher was given as when 
a number was given, All the conditions, so far asthe fluid was 
concerned, were precisoly (he same, If the fluid was under the 
control of the wills of the operators, it must have been put in 
moton at ench time, There being no knowledge in their minds 
that a fraud was being perpetrated, there was nothing to prevent 
the wills from operating, and consequently the fluid. II, as in 
the experiment of the trial of forces, it was an agent under the 
control of the wills of the operators, and the greater amount of 
it residing in one man was able fo overcome the amount existing 
in the two children, and then the two men, how, or upon what 
principle, can it be anid that nine individuals, in this cipher ex- 
periment, wore overpowered, paralyzed, by the opposition of only 
one mant Wither this one man possessed more fuid power than 
tha other nine, oreethe theory ia nol correct, 

Twill make one farther quotation in reference to this subject : 

„ben al! the operators, excepting one, are absolutely ignorant of 
the une An be execated, the excoulion Of tt is not Hue; should pro- 
coed ther f tho person who knows the Aguro and who furnielies, at 

the same Vine, Ma motion and ita check, or from a relation which im, 


e lee between this person who furnishes the check 
and We pisini who f pew te mokon” 


What possible leren, can it make whether the action be 
fluidic or muscular, as far ae modus in concerned, ap by the 
former (rial of fluid iren, ib would be precisely in this mane 
ner that the forcas mush operate, Awidically as wall as muscu- 
larly 1 ; 

This fluid theory is singularly accommodating, When it in 
necessary to accomplish n certain result, the amount of this 
power exinling in ton individuals can be brought into vigorous 
Operation, oven the raising of n table with a man weighing one 
hundred and fifty pounds upon il ane thie without contact; 

venu may require, this wonderful accumulation and 
of powor may bo neutralized by another only one- 
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own volume, Verily, the “Turning Tables,” of 


and performed very skilfully ; after which it stood upon ita four test, 
Tt hen ntar tad upon opge fook, al tho opposte corner, It anime down again 
very gently, and commenced rocking from wide to wide with an extent 
of motion and volooity of stet whith seemed wondertal, coneldering 
ila ponderous weight and Ia large dimensdons, Vie 


sane power 


which thus moved ity weight and sustained tte balance, began to drun ` 
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apon the table, giving every conceivable variation of malen time, | 


Mometinos Vie table wae arrested in ita motion with the quickness of 
thought, in a postion where ita gravity would have rendered (is de- 
soent to he floor Inevitable If it hed not been bun hy some In 
visible power. It is worthy of remark, that the table above alluded to 
was ñ largo extension table, and on tis lable there were thros pitchers 
of ico water, lx tumblers, a number of water and pepclls, sponges, 


ole, ola, oll of which remained perfectly stationary during the tme | k 


ial Vue table was made to perform those surprising Tontti 

At the second Miting, Iwas at the table with a number of other 
mediums, when my hand began to move asif in the ach of writing, and 
although 1 hid my hand ander tha table, the Bpirita wrote through the 
hand of a medium, “ vive H the wate, and Jet him write,” 
slate and pencil were handed to mes I wae immediately Infiuenced to 
write a number of cormmunidations to different partica in the room, and 


signed namos with which I had no previous acquaintance, A well | 


known gontleman in Lawrence (cofin maker by Wade), elated at the 
timo, that the communications were the product of sy own mind, to 
which Idea 1 did not object, At thts instant my hand was violently 
shaken, and wrote out with a rapidity exceeding anything I ever saw, 
“Sf you doubt the reality of the writing, call for the rape’? Ak the 
clos of this sentence there came a prolonged volley of loud raps, likes m 
fini) shower on the table, My hand was again catalepecd, and wrote 
out the following, “ One hundred ond Dia L wan ab a lom bo under- 
sland whak was meant by this unfinished sentence. My hand was again 
controlled to cypher out in quick succession a considerable number of 
Items of varying numerical amounts, cach one being snawered by m 
corvespondlag number of ropa on the table, At the close of this, T was 
impressed to odd up Wie column, which amounted to ons hundred and 
Dit, boing the exact number contained in the unfinished sentence ot 
the commencement of this paragraph, 

The controlling agency stated that ivy object was to reveal to our 
minds, by presenting appropriate phenomena, the fact that reference 
alone to Hirtt power could account satisfactorily for the movements. 
It urged ila claims to a personas identity, gave the name by which it 
was know when on carth, ete, cle. 

After this the Bplrita suggested the propriety of each one present 
proposing Kome mental question, a correct answer to which should 
satisfactorily prove that it was from a epiritual source, Py this meang 
a great diversity of phenomena waa called forth, One desired a mul- 
fiplicily of raps of simultaneous product; another wished to be ad- 
dromed by a departed fiend ; another called for the tips of the table ; 
another wished the table to revolve in a cirentt ; another called for raps 
on the wall; another for a written communication, oto, ete, Nobwith- 
sanding the groat diversity of desire thus mentally expressed, each 
one was neourately responded to by the Spirits then in communication. 


I havo frequently had the pleasure of stening to divers imitations 
produced by the Spirits upon the table, such as sawing of wood, chop- 
ping, planing, driving nails, regular and irregular drumming, the 
woking of o vowel ab pon, ele, ele, T have heard music from insira- 
ments without vielble contact; Ihave seen strings broken in two places, 
and have had my hand soratched with the broken fragments; £ have 
taken hold of the broken string and examined both ends, when it has 
been forcibly drawn out of my hand ; 1 have seen an instrument move 
round of its own accord, like a thing of life. I hava seen a piece of 
coin placed on the edge of the instrument, and thrown at me hy invisi- 
ble handa, hitting me in every Instance on such n part of my person as 
{ then epectiied ; J have seen a picco of a sponge conveyed back and 
forth from the instrument, ; into the hand of cach onc in the circle, but 
tow nob the power that conveyed it. T have heard Imitations of the 
engine whistle, from ita faint nolos in the distance, to ita loud roar 
within the walls of the dation-house. I have beca informed, when in 
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the sensations of the Mpirit are mor 
gequence of tha spiritual body being more 
muted: that a body is cut, to emotional exietence ; 
Spirit requires an organization throngh which to ho 
external objects In a lifo of grow materiality, zo it requir 
capacitate it for the enjoyment of the fclicities of the higher 
existence, They also state that a man’s faturo conditi 
modified by hia actions or bia procedure during his carth 
age; that according ag a man tons, that shall he also reap; that all are 
rewarded in accordance with the deeds done in the mortal body ; aad 
that, by carefully reviewing the nature of our lives, we can know what 
our fature destiny will be. 


Yours in the extablished belief of the intercourse of the two wor 
TAMAS C COMBTANTINGE. 
—ͤ—ñ6—ꝓä—äĩñ — . — — 


“THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS.” 
A WORD TO ALL WHO ABPSEE TOAHIGHHEER LITE. 

Having recently read the above work, and feeling my rit greatly 
refreshed and strengthened with ita heavenly influences, J can not for- 
hear commending it to all lovers of truth and rational philosophy. It 
ia not only the Book for the millions,” ag our worthy friend Tall- 
madga ays; bat in my estimation, it fa the “Book of Kooks,” tran- 
seonding in merit, in the beauty, purity, loveliness, trathfuinese and 
grandeur of ite philosophy, the Bible by more than two thousand years 
in the time of progress, According to ite teachings, no place is found 
in the universe for Divine wrath and vengeance. All are alike, and 
forever, the object of God’s love, pity, and tender care—the difference 
between the two extremes of human character on earth being aa a mere 
atom when compared with perfect wisdom. No one can possibly read 
this book without having heen thereby made to progress towards m 
higher plane of moral character, 

It is u work overflowing with beautiful imagery, constantly opening 
nome now window of Heaven, from which pour forth overwhelming 
streams of love and wisdom. Could all in this nation read this book 
during this year, it would accomplish, in my estimation, a great work 
towards the regeneration of the whole people. It carries with ita 
remedy for every evil, a balm for every wound, It is a heavenly dove, 
hovering over every human being, with Divine messages of love and 
wisdom, addressed to every class in every condition of life. T urge it 
upon the attention of Spiritualists because 1 judge that but compart- 
tively few have read it, and because it appears to anc most happily 
adapted to supply a great deflcteney among Spiritualists gencrally— 
namely, & want of more Spirituality. To one and, all we say, read it 
ond urge others to read it; and to heads of familieca we would suggest 
the daily reading of a chapter in the family tilt completed, Por hay- 
ing so done, you will bless God, and be better prepared to bless the 
world, Fraternally thine, J. M. DLAKESLY, 

Levonta, N, L., February 15, 
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